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the spirit of this agreement, there is no doubt but that
more or less permanent peaceful relations would have been
established between Japan and Russia. We would have
quietly kept the Kwantung Peninsula while Japan would
have completely dominated Korea, and this situation could
have lasted indefinitely, without giving occasion to a clash.
The cession of the Kwantung Peninsula to Russia and
the subsequent seizure of China's territory by European
Powers profoundly aroused Chinese public opinion. Li
Hung Chang, who signed the agreement of March 15,
1898, had to give up his high post and accept a Governor-
Generalship in Southern China. As for Chang Ing Huan,
he was exiled during the Boxer Rebellion into the interior
of the country, where he was throttled or strangled. It is
also known that the Chinese Ambassador to St. Petersburg
and Berlin, a respectable and conscientious official, was
publicly executed on his return to Peking.
The most violent form, however, assumed by popular
discontent in Russia was the Boxer Rebellion, so-called.
The year 1898 witnessed the beginning of disturbances.
The following year the movement grew considerably
stronger, and in 1900 it called forth repressive measures
on the part of the European Governments. It originated
in the South and spread North. Chinese bands attacked
the Europeans, looted their property and, in some cases,
endangered their very lives. The Chinese Government
secretly assisted the rebels. At any rate, it is certain that
the authorities had neither the desire nor the means to
combat the rebellion.
On the day when the news of the rebellion reached the
capital, Minister of War Kuropatkin came to see me at niy
office in the Ministry of Finances. He was beaming with
joy. I called his attention to the fact that the insurrection
was the result of our seizure of the Kwantung Peninsula*
"On my part," he replied, "I am very glad. This will give